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The New Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society Prize 

 

 

Council has decided that starting in 2022, the Society will offer an annual prize to recognise 
and celebrate substantial contributions to conserving, enjoying and understanding the 

county’s heritage.  We hope this will help raise the 
profile of the county’s best and most engaging 
historical and archaeological projects. 

The BAS Prize will recognise an individual or 
organisation that has substantially advanced the 
Society’s aims of identifying, understanding, 
promoting, and where necessary, defending and 
protecting Buckinghamshire’s historic 
environment.  

The prize will be open to any individual or organisation that has done or supported        
archaeological or historical work in the historic county as recognised by the BAS.  Local 
societies, public bodies and commercial organisations are all eligible. 

A panel has been set up who will make recommendations to BAS Council who make the final 
decision.  Nominations will be sought in Spring 2022 and invited from BAS members, 
affiliated organisations and public bodies and the panel itself could identify candidates.   

The first prize would be awarded at the Buckinghamshire Local History Network Conference 
held in autumn 2022.  A budget has been agreed but the precise form of the award has yet 
to be determined.   We envisage a two-year pilot followed by a review in 2024.   

We will be looking for projects that contribute to one or more of these objectives:  

 Advancing knowledge of the county’s archaeology and history 

 Protecting or conserving some important aspect of the county’s heritage 

 Promoting public awareness of involvement in and enjoyment of the county’s     
archaeology and history 

 Demonstrating enthusiasm and/or innovation in achieving the above 
 
We envisage a broad scope with some possible examples being:  

 An exemplary commercial archaeology project that engaged the local community 
and published promptly to a high standard. 

  Academic research that transforms our understanding of some important aspect of 
the county’s history 

  A local community initiative that identifies and protects an important building, 
monument or historic landscape 

 A metal-detectorist who reports, enables investigation of and donates an important 
findRecognition of life-time commitment and achievement. 

Encouraging Young Archaeologists 

Sandy Kidd MA MCIfA MRTPI FSA 

Senior Archaeological Investigator, Historic England 
 

For more information please email: help@bucksas.org.uk   
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The 2021 BLHN conference will be held in person at Wycombe Abbey School (limit of 80 
people to meet social distancing guidance).  Open from 10:00, first lecture at 11:00. 
[Exhibitors entrance open at 09:00]. 

Each of the four lectures will be simultaneously streamed to zoom for remote online access. 
You can therefore buy an Attendance ticket (with or without lunch) or a Virtual visitor 
ticket (Zoom only).  The all day zoom session details will be sent to ALL ticket holders (to 
cover event cancellation due to Covid rules). 
 
The two morning lectures will be recorded and links to the recordings will be sent out 
(email) to ALL ticket holders after the event. 

 
Virtual Visitor Ticket (Zoom Only)  
After purchase of this £10.00 ticket, you will be sent (email) a conference programme.  In 
the week before the conference you will receive (email) details of the Zoom session for the 
conference.  After the conference you will be sent the links to the two recorded lectures.   
You can purchase the Zoom only conference ticket Here. (add to basket then checkout with 
card payment) 

 
Attendance Tickets (Wycombe Abbey School, recital theatre [and zoom invitation])  
Please note that the seating in the theatre is steeply ranked.  If you have any mobility 
problems with steep steps please let the Conference Chairman know (email address 
below).  If you intend to exhibit at the conference (single table) then also please inform the 
Conference Chairman; Chair@bucksas.org.uk 

 
Attendance Ticket (without Lunch) 
After purchase of this £10.00 ticket, you will be sent (email) a conference programme plus a 
ticket that you can print (or display on your phone) to attend the conference.  After the 
conference you will be sent the links to the two recorded lectures.  
You can purchase the Attendance conference ticket Here. (add to basket then checkout with 
card payment) 

 
Attendance Ticket with Lunch 
Lunch arrangement are still being finalised. If you buy an Attendance Ticket, above, then we 
will email you the option to buy a lunch ticket once the price has been confirmed. 
 

Click here TO GET YOUR CONFERENCE TICKET NOW: 

https://bas1.org.uk/blhn-2021-tickets 

 

 

Or book your ticket by post: send £10 to Peter Marsden (BLHN), Chequers Cottage, 

Dunsmore, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6QH (cheques payable to 'Bucks Archaeological 

Society' please).' 
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Report of the Hon Treasurer  

Update on the Society’s financial position 

 
 

 The accounts for the year ended 31 December 2020 shown on pages 20 to 25 of the Spring 
2021 newsletter were marked subject to examination.  The accounts have since been 
approved without amendment by the Society’s Independent Examiner Mrs Joan Dharamshi.  

A forecast for the current year was tabled at the Council meeting on 4 September. 

The projected surplus is £2240 (in 2020: deficit £1660).  The movement in the value of the 
Society’s investment with Charities Aid Foundation is not included (increase in 2020 £3664).    
It is too early to make a meaningful estimate of the change for 2021.   By 31 August the 
value had increased by over 10% since 1 January 2021. 

The main differences in the forecast result for this year compared with the result for 2020 
are as follows: 
 
Reduction in cost of typesetting of Records of Bucks                          1649 
Grant in 2020 to Buckinghamshire Record Society (nil in 2021)        2500 
Increase in commercial income for articles in Records of Bucks       2227 
Reduction in publication sales                   1818 
Reduction in investment income        480 
Reduction in net cost of new publications                               895 
Map digitisation           925  
Dehumidifier purchase          300   
Reduction in postage on distribution of Records of Bucks        223 

Harry Ball 
Hon Treasurer 
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                         BAS Saturday Lectures and Outings  
                     Outline Programme for November to January 
 

As Covid regulations now permit, we have also included real meetings which will also be on 
Zoom and will keep you regularly updated by email and on the website. If Plan B comes into 
effect we will need to go back to Zoom only. 

Saturday November 13 2.30pm.  NO LECTURE - DEFERRED until Spring 2022  
Andy Ford (BAS Council member) The Royal Forest and Forest Law in Bucks 

 

Saturday November 27 2.30pm    

Both online by Zoom and in person at St. Mary’s Church, Church Street, 
Aylesbury  
Claire de Carle (Bucks Gardens Trust) will speak on The Society’s Museum garden and 
other museum gardens in Bucks. 

Tea and biscuits to follow, suggested donation £3. Registration for Zoom unlimited; in 
person registrations will be limited to 40 

.Claire heads up the BGT’s group of Research and Recording volunteers. Over the past eight 
years, they have published over 80 dossiers on locally important designed landscapes at 
https://bucksgardenstrust.org.uk/research-and-recording/locally-important-sites/ . This talk 
will cover Bucks top to toe, from Olney to High Wycombe. 

 

December - no meeting 

Saturday January 8  2.30pm  
Both online by Zoom and in person at St. Mary’s Church, Church Street, Aylesbury.  
 
Dr Wendy Morrison, Project Manager, Beacons of the Past Hillforts in the Chilterns 
Landscape 
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Wendy will update us on recent exciting Bucks discoveries from the LIDAR survey, and how 
you can contribute to the Citizen Science project.   Tea and biscuits to follow: suggested 
donation £3. Registration for Zoom unlimited; in person registrations will be limited to 40. 

Sarah Gray 

 

 

 
                       AAG  Programme of Talks 2021 - 2022 
 
 
 
 
2021 
Thursday 14th Oct.      Archaeology of Burial  - Jill Eyers 
Thursday 11th Nov.     Recent Research at Quarrendon – Sandy Kidd 
Thursday 9th Dec.       Christmas Party and quiz (virtual – please supply your own 
                                    refreshments at home) - Doug Stuckey 
2022 
Thursday 13th Jan.     More Scottish Archaeology: update on the site near Stirling  
                                     where Doug has worked recently - Doug Stuckey 
Thursday 10th Feb.      The King’s Buildings at Brill (&maybe more!) – Mike Farley  
Thursday 10th Mar.     Animal bones and what they tell us about people (Saxon  
                                     period)  - Matty Holmes 
Thursday 14th Apr.      Great Linford Church (including excavations within the  
                                     Church) - Bob Zeepvat 
Thursday 12th May     TBA 
 

Pauline Hey 
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Lidar image Cholesbury hillfort 

Data and imagery copyright Chilterns Conservation Board 

  

 



 Report of Honorary Membership Secretary 

 

At the May AGM Bronwen Lee stepped down as Hon Membership Secretary, a role that she 
successfully fulfilled for 8 years. Our thanks to Bron for this extended service, and for 
stewarding our membership during the difficult period of Covid pandemic restrictions. I was 
elected to the role at the AGM, and would like to add my personal thanks to Bron for 
helping steer me through the handover.  

The past 18 months have been a difficult time for all of us: adherence to pandemic 
limitations have made conducting Society business more challenging, so our thanks to 
members for your patience, and apologies if you felt unduly hassled by communications 
whilst we tracked-down members and/or overdue subscription payments. 

We rely on the support and contributions of our membership, and that includes the 
subscriptions which help fund activities and publications, including Records of 
Buckinghamshire. Our constitution states that if “any member’s subscription be in arrears 
for any one year, such member shall cease to be a member.” However, given the difficulties 
of maintaining an active programme, and of efficiently collecting subscriptions over the past 
year, then for 2021 we have taken a generous view and distributed copies of RoB 61 to all 
members who were registered with us in 2020, regardless of their 2021 subscription status. 
Alas, there remain a minority who have still to pay subscriptions for 2021, or who have not 
informed us they will not be renewing. Obviously, this creates additional work to continue 
to pursue, so it is immensely helpful if subs are paid on time, or if you can inform us of your 
resignation. It is also helpful if members are able to Gift Aid subscription payments, as this is 
financially beneficial to the Society at no extra cost to the member; and also, if you are able 
to pay by Bank Standing Order, as this reduces our administration. 

For a membership society we are in a reasonably healthy position, with almost 400 
Individual and Family memberships and 15 Associate Society members, but our 
demographics are a potential concern for the longer term. The accompanying figures, for 
our membership at mid-year, show that: membership during the pandemic has grown very 
slightly.  

About a quarter of our 
subscriptions are for Family 
memberships; over a third of 
our membership have been 
with the Society for 10 years or 
more; and our geographic 
distribution is somewhat 
skewed, with almost a third of 
our membership residing in the 
Aylesbury district. For our long-
term sustainability these are 
things we probably ought to 
address. 
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The Society exists for the benefit of both you and the county, so if you would like to be more 
involved, perhaps by helping run Society affairs, or with active research, or working on 
archaeological projects, or if you have knowledge or expertise which could form the basis of 
an interesting talk, then do please contact a committee member.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Nigel Rothwell 
Honorary Membership Secretary 
 

289 

29 

43 
8 

3 

7 

9 3 0 2 1 1 4 

BAS Member 
locations 

Total Personal 
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Bucks 

South East 

East 
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        Spot the differences! 

Church Street, Aylesbury, looking 

towards the County Museum. Early 

twentieth century, and present day. 

Answers below. 

(You may spot more) 

 



Active Archaeology Group  
Report for 2021 

 
 

In common with almost everything else, the AAG activities have been somewhat disrupted 
both by Covid, and by bad weather. However, we did manage to get back to exploring the 
Ha-ha at Great Linford Manor in Milton Keynes, and have been working there every Tuesday 
since Covid restrictions allowed a resumption.  We maintained social distancing throughout. 
Doug Stuckey describes our discoveries there in the following section, see below page 11, 
Hunting for a Ha-ha. 
 
The Milton Keynes Parks Trust, having seen our work at Great Linford, has also asked that 
we look at an earthwork in nearby Stantonbury, which may be a Tudor garden feature. We 
have not yet done a site visit, so cannot add to this at present.  
 
Our other possible excavation at Coleshill Common, has been badly hit by the weather, and 
as of the  most recent contact with the management committee, it appears the sites for 
potential digging are still very wet  - we were sent photographs of the remaining substantial 
puddles. Hopefully it will eventually dry out enough to allow at least a test pit or two. 
 
A number of AAG members, along with other BAS members, took part in the desk-based 
Chetwode project. This aimed to find out as much as possible about the site of Chetwode 
Mill (of which little more than the foundations remain), and the village, in order to try to 
persuade HS2 to excavate the site of the mill, prior to its destruction by an access road for 
the HS2 construction traffic. Our findings will be reported at the first AAG meeting of the 
winter season in September. It appears that HS2 do indeed now plan to excavate the mill 
site. 
 
Another desk-based project, involving mainly AAG members, but with a few other BAS 
members, aims at trying to locate the meeting places of the various Hundreds across the 
county. A few are known, most are not, and locating them could provide valuable 
information. A group of people are working on finding and reading whatever documents are 
available. One outdoor excursion has been undertaken to look at a few of the known 
meeting sites, to familiarise people with what to look for. Further field work will follow. 
 
Our talks programme for the year, starting in September, is complete apart from May 2022, 
which is usually left blank at this stage, in case something exciting turns up at short notice. 
We have decided to continue with Zoom meetings until Christmas, and will then review 
whether we can revert to in person meetings or not, depending on the Covid situation. Even 
when we are back to normal meetings, we are planning on continuing to stream the 
meetings via Zoom (alongside the physical meetings), for the benefit of those members who 
are too far away to be able to attend in person, as well as those who are still just too afraid 
to come out for an evening meeting. We do currently have a substantial number of people 
from considerable distances attending the Zoom talks, most of whom would never be able 
to come to Aylesbury for a meeting of one to two hours. One is in the Isle of Man, one in 
Ireland, and two or three in various places along the South Coast. I understand that 
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someone joined us from America on one occasion. Such is the value, and popularity, of 
Zoom. 
 

Pauline Hey              

 

AAG -Hunting for a Ha-ha 

 
 

In 2019, the Parks Trust sponsored Cotswold Archaeology to excavate several sites in Great 
Linford Manor Park, Milton Keynes.  These included a steep sided bank to the east of a 
garden area known as the Wilderness. In July 2020 the BAS Active Archaeology Group (AAG) 
was approached by the Friends of Great Linford Manor Park (FoGLMP) to inspect a long tree 
covered ditch.  The intended task, to see if the ditch contained an 18th century garden 
feature called a Ha-ha, and if so, what condition was the Ha-ha in, was it restorable?  The 
ditch shows clearly on the Environment Agency Lidar (Fig 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The steep bank contained a substantial wall, a Ha-ha.  The Wilderness area was established 
as an artificially levelled area in the second half of the 18th century and the wall may have 
been a rebuild at that time over an earlier feature.  Cotswold Archaeology have prepared a 

draft report of their excavation 
(CA Project 661033). 

Further south the bank around 
the wilderness changes into a 
shallow ditch which terminates 
behind the Manor House Garden 
(initially established in 1690 and a 
William and Mary formal 
garden).  The first three AAG 
trenches are situated in the tree 
filled ditch to the east of the 
Manor gardens.  These were 
started in September 2020 after 

 

 

 

Fig 1 Lidar Image of 
Great Linford Manor 
Park, Milton Keynes. 
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Fig 2, Trenches 2 (foreground) and 1, 

September 2020. 
 

 



FoGLMP members had cleared the undergrowth (Fig 2). 

Our weekly excavation sessions – supported and encouraged by Parks Trust, FoGLMP and 
Peter Winkleman, the owner of Great Linford Manor – have continued over the past year 
(with a Covid gap between December and April).  We have found sections of a buried wall 
plus fragments of medieval pottery, the neck and shoulder of a mid 18th Century bottle (Fig. 
3), animal bones, kiln bricks, fossils, shells and an array of 20th century bottles, plastic bags, 
tile, brick and a large section of artificial stonework.  A 3m section of the wall is now clearly 
visible in Trench 1 (fig 4). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The excavation at Trench 2 is in a narrower gap between trees and this has found a silt layer 
under the wall footing.  Great Linford has a pre-enclosure map from 1641 when Dr Richard 
Napier was acquiring the properties which eventually formed the park.  

 The map shows a property boundary (green line) to the east of the houses around the ‘Hine 
Well’ (fig 5, page 13).  This property boundary is in a similar place and is a similar shape to 
the Ha-ha ditch.This raises the question, is the Ha-ha (second quarter 18th Century) in an 
earlier ditch?  Does the silt below the wall in Trench 2 reveal this ditch?  There are no 
datable finds in the silt layer in trench 2, (fig 6, page 13). 

 

 

 

 
Fig 4, Trench 1 
looking west, 
August 2021, 
2m ranging 
pole. 
 

 

 

Fig. 3, Mid 18th Century 

bottle that was found 

near the foundations of 

the wall in Trench 1. 
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The AAG and FoGLMP team intend to take Trench 1 (and potentially Trench 3) down to the 
same depth as trench 2 to find the silt layer and hopefully date it.  There have been two 

 

Fig 6, Trench 2, looking west, August 2021, 2m ranging pole 

 

Fig 5 Great Linford 1641, North is to the left. 

 

13 



‘open days’ at the site during the year and we have shown over 50 parents and children 
around the site. 

The Ha-ha is well built, in dressed stone with a fossil-rich limestone fill on a lime mortar base 
over a rubble footing.  The tree growth in the ditch has badly damaged the uncovered wall 
sections and some dressed stone appears to have been ‘recycled’.  Any restoration would 
first have to contain the tree growth (a main feature of the park).  Work continues…. 

Doug Stuckey 

 

 

 
 

 

A Ha-ha is a ditch and wall surrounding a landscaped garden or park, designed to keep out 
farm livestock and wild animals such as deer, or sometimes to keep deer inside the enclosed 
area.  They were a common feature of great parks in France and England in the eighteenth 
century.  The ditch sloped down to a retaining freestone wall, as shown in the picture above.  
Anyone approaching from the park would be unable to see that there was a drop down the 
hidden wall into the ditch until they were right up close. “ Aha!” or “Ha-ha!” the visitor 
would exclaim in surprise on reaching this hidden obstacle.  One of the earliest to be 
created in England is in Buckinghamshire at Stowe, where Thomas Jefferson on a visit in 
1786, described the feature with exclamation marks – “The inclosure is entirely by Ha! Ha!”  
Doubtless the intention, too, was to create an obstacle to the common people, would be 
poachers who might attempt a trespass on the proud aristocrat’s landscaped acres. 

A deer leap is a similar feature.  This was ditch and fence construction surrounding 
mediaeval parks and designed to keep the deer within the enclosure. Buckinghamshire folk 
passing from Ivinghoe Beacon to Little Gaddesden in Hertfordshire may remember the Deer 
Leap Garage and Deer Leap Swimming Pool at the Ringshall road junction.  The pool and 
garage  were built at the site of a gate lodge giving access to the park surrounding Ashridge 
College, which was itself surrounded by a deer leap. 

Michael Ghirelli                                

What is a Ha-ha?..............HA-HA! 
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How do we engage with young people today to encourage the archaeologists and historians 
of the future? On television there are the popular “Horrible Histories” , “Digging for Britain” 
and there is even a “Peppa Pig goes to DigCamp”, although that does not follow 
archaeological standards! 

Since 1972 the CBA has run the YAC network across the UK, the only club for 8-16 year olds 
to engage with archaeology. There are 70+ clubs run by over 500 volunteers and here in 
Buckinghamshire we have 2 Branches, Chiltern which I help to run, and Aylesbury.  

One of our members, Rosie (CBA Young Archaeologist of 
the Year 2018) belongs to both these YAC groups  and has 
written here why she feels YAC is so important: 

“Following a visit to a simulated dig and a resulting 
enchantment with archaeology at age seven, I joined two 
branches of  YAC and have been a regular member of both 
for eight years now.  

A true strength of YAC is how it bridges the gap between 
introductory content for children and the more complex – 
as it caters to a wide range of ages, using activities like 
basic experimental archaeology, YAC really enables its 
members to learn at their own pace. Many events run for 
young people target primary age children whose 
knowledge extends to Indiana Jones at best and, while 
these serve as brilliant introductions, YAC is one of the few 
organisations that offer chances to further develop 

knowledge and understanding of archaeology, particularly as archaeology is very poorly 
covered by school curriculums. 

Many of my favourite sessions have been those where YAC 
members were able to interact with working archaeologists, 
either through trips to sites or visiting speakers. These meetings 
have been some of the rare occurrences, especially when 
younger, where I was taught by patient, willing and even 
enthusiastic professionals in a manner carefully tailored to my 
degree of understanding. 

One of the main barriers a young person faces when trying to 
become more involved in archaeology is that fieldwork 
opportunities are few and far between, especially for those with 
no pre-existing connections. This is one area where YAC excels; 
I’ve attended excavations, participated in geophysical surveys, Rosie digging 2021 

Rosie, O’Toole CBA Young 
Archaeologist of the Year 
2018 
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Investing in the Future 

Rosie O’Toole, CBA Young 

Archaeologist of the Year 

Rosie digging 



tried my hand at buildings archaeology and examined LIDAR data through YAC to give a few 
examples. Like several now-professional archaeologists I’ve met, it was through a YAC Dig It! 
competition that I first attended a dig.  

Considering the shortage of archaeologists and the threat many university departments 
face, encouraging young people’s interest in archaeology is more important than ever and 
even more pertinent to make a career within archaeology appear feasible. Providing 
chances to learn skills, gain understanding and garner fieldwork experience at a young 
enough age that they might continue with archaeology to higher education or as a career is 
integral to this, and where YAC  becomes key in securing the future of archaeology in the 
UK.” 

Chiltern YAC has been running for over 22 years and we have looked at cultures from Egypt 
to Mexico, Japan to Azerbaijan as well as investigating our local heritage including 
participation in the Chiltern Conservation Board LIDAR survey, Eastcote Manor Community 
dig and surveying the WW1 troop training trenches at Ashridge. We try to have an 
experimental archaeology or historic craft activity as part of a session, from constructing  
miniature Iron Age Round Houses to ever popular food based sessions, even over Zoom  
when we baked medieval Simnel loaves – see below left. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chiltern YAC are a small group unaffiliated to any museum and we are always keen to 
engage with outside speakers, crafts people, sites of interest and of course opportunities for 
excavation or other archaeological activities. If you could help, or are interested in 
volunteering or for more information please contact me at:  chilternyac@hotmail.co.uk  

 

 

 

  

ron Age Hut 2020 Iron Age Hut Model 

Janet Rothwell (Chiltern YAC Co-Leader) and Rosie O’Toole 
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Bucks Historic Buildings Trust Update 

 

 

 

 

Work on the former Wheatsheaf pub at 2/3 High Street, High Wycombe is progressing well 
and it is hoped that the new business will be up and running by the end of the year. The 
ground floor will be used as a cocktail/coffee bar with stores in the cellar. The two upper 
floors will be available for community use. We hope to arrange a visit in December. If you 
would be interested please email me at marianjanemiller@gmail.com. 

Marian Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everton Football Club in the Dock! – The Gerrards Cross connection 

Liverpool may have been stripped of its UNESCO World Heritage Status but what has this to 
do with us in leafy Bucks I hear you ask? And what is the connection between Everton F.C.  

  

The Loft at 2/3 High Street, High Wycombe 
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High Wycombe, the High Street, 1847 and 

Present Day 
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Everton Football Club in the Dock! 
The Gerrards Cross connection 

 
 
Liverpool may have been stripped of its UNESCO World Heritage Status but what has this to 
do with us in leafy Bucks I hear you ask? And what is the connection between Everton F.C. 
and Gerrards Cross? One reason for UNESCO’s decision was the redevelopment of 
Liverpool’s Bramley-Moore Dock for a new stadium to replace Goodison Park. The dock, 

opened in 1845, was named after John Bramley-Moore 
(JBM), then Chairman of the city’s Dock Committee; he later 
was to retire to Gerrards Cross. 
 
 JBM seems to have been the epitome of the Victorian self-
made entrepreneur. Born plain John Moore in Pontefract, 
Yorkshire, he moved to Rio de Janeiro at the age of 14. Here 
he laid the foundations of his future success as a merchant, 
aided by his marriage to Seraphina Hibernia Pennell, one of 
the 22 children of the British Consul-General for Brazil, 
William Pennell. On returning to England in 1835, JBM set 
up business as a Brazilian merchant in Liverpool, changing 
his name to Bramley-Moore. Determined to make his mark 
he launched himself into local politics, becoming an 

alderman and then Chairman of the Liverpool Docks Committee. Never afraid to ruffle 
feathers, in 1843 he single-handedly negotiated a secret deal with Lord Derby to secure land 
to extend the docks, a plan which was brought to fruition by the brilliant dock engineer, 
Jesse Hartley. Unusually, one of the docks was named after JBM; he had resigned from the 
Docks Committee when he was elected Mayor of Liverpool 1848-9. 
A keen Tory, JBM had several attempts at gaining a Parliamentary seat, eventually becoming 
MP for Maldon and later Lincoln. It is not known exactly when JBM moved to Gerrards Cross 
but he bought St. Huberts House, then known as Langley Lodge, in the early 1860s.  

 

John Bramley-Moore 

St Huberts House 
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Presumably, the appointment of his elder son, the Revd. Wiliam Bramley-Moore, as the first 
Vicar of Gerrards Cross in 1859, had been an important factor.  Once settled in Langley 
Lodge, JBM evidently liked to play the country squire, expanding his country estate and 
sitting on the bench as a justice of the peace for the county whilst contributing to 
parliamentary debates, notably supporting trade with Brazil. His efforts were rewarded by a 
visit from the Emperor of Brazil who conferred the Order of the Rose on JBM. 

JBM maintained links with Liverpool, no doubt keeping a wary eye on his other son, John, 
who was running the business there.  A widely travelled man, he had connections with the 
Royal Geographical Society and was listed as a collector of books. He established the 
Bramley-Moore medal for saving life at sea.  He died in Brighton in 1886 at the age of 86 
leaving an estate valued at £167,000. He was buried in Liverpool.  

 

 

 

Memorials to JBM and his family remain in Gerrards Cross; the village pump next to the 
crossroads on the Common, the plaque on the church dedicating the clock in the tower to 
JBM and his wife and the “Mrs Bramley-Moore Coal Fund” to benefit the poor of the village.  

Contemporary accounts of JBM were less than flattering, perhaps envious of his success. 
However his name will live on since I see that the Everton stadium, due to open in 2024-5, 
will be called the Bramley-Moore Dock Stadium.  Bearing in mind his docks, once a hive of 
industry, had been empty and derelict for years I suspect that JBM would be cheering the 
Blues from the new terraces.   

Marian Miller  

The village pump 

 

The John Bramley-Moore 
Memorial 
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                       Archaeology, Pits and Trees.                                            

 

Many BAS members will be familiar with the frequent occurrence in archaeological 
excavation reports of phrases such as ‘context number’, ‘layer’, ‘cut’, ‘fill’ etc. These non-
controversial descriptive terms should enable the basis for some form of initial 
interpretation such as ‘post-hole’, ‘ditch’ etc.  Hopefully, in turn, this might subsequently 
lead to a more interesting interpretation of function. For example, a line of post-holes might 
be interpreted as a fence line, or a rectangular grouping of post-holes as the site of a 
building. Isolated post-holes are rarely interpretable which is why you will probably never 
read of a post supporting an Iron Age washing- line! 

One frequently-used descriptive term which in itself doesn’t get one very far is ‘pit’. If 
postholes are complicated, pits can be much more so. Firstly, dimensions may be significant 
– is it half- a- metre, across or fifteen? Is it alone or in a cluster or is it part of an alignment? 
Is it close to settlement or at a distance from one, etc. Could it have been for storage of 
some significant material or object,or have been dug to extract something - or perhaps it 
started life as a water-hole. Might the nature of its infill help? Caution is necessary here; for 
example, finds from an infilled well might be interesting in themselves, but not necessarily 
have anything do with its original function. One infilled medieval well in Bucks (little 
publicised)  contained human skeletal material!   

The point of rambling on this far is to mention some ‘pits’ with a fairly irregular outline that 
occasionally contain a few finds but which in the past archaeologist found difficult to 
understand. These are now recognised as hollows caused by blown trees. The 
accompanying illustration/s  show one of these in the making. Eventually due to the decay 
of the tree and natural infill - including soil dropping from its roots, only an infilled ‘pit’ will 
be here to indicate its former presence.  

 

Although not evident in the photograph, some contemporary rubbish was present in the 
hollow. If later excavated this could date the tree’s demise. But it is worth noting that had 
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this  tree grown on a Roman-period site and had  no recent  rubbish had found its way in, 
then it would be sherds of that date which could  be present in this tree’s infill.  

It is sometimes suggested that such hollows when formed could have provided a basis for a 
temporary shelter, but without other evidence this is would be difficult to determine for 
certain.  

Tree-throw hollows (‘pits’) have been particularly evident in Thames Valley archaeological 
investigations and there is an interesting discussion on the subject in  Morigi A, Schreve D, 
Hay G et al (2011). The archaeology of the gravel terraces of the Upper and Middle Thames; 
early prehistory to 1500BC. (Thames through time Series. Vol 3. Oxford. Univ. School of 
Archaeology, 182-3). 

Mike Farley 

 

 

A Slur on Buckinghamshire Womanhood 

 

 

I have just noted a quite unjustifiable derogatory remark made by a person called ‘William 
Cobbett’ who in June 1822 was writing some kind of travel diary (obviously little-read). I 
regret having to repeat his words in print in this reputable journal but am confident that 
Buckinghamshire residents will confidently reject the words of this facile scribbler.   

‘Wycombe is a very fine and very clean market town; the people all looking extremely well; 
the girls somewhat larger featured and larger boned than those in Sussex and not so fresh-
coloured and bright eyed. More like the girls of America, and that is saying quite as much as 
any reasonable woman can expect or wish for ...” 

I’ve no idea how the girls of Wycombe would view those of America if they encountered 
them but probably with little favour. Unfortunately, the author’s subsequent demise 
prevents any call for  redress.  Admittedly, as a man of Surrey man myself (a county south of 
the River Thames) I inevitably have my own biases, but nevertheless ..   

Mike Farley 

 
The dastardly Cobbett, and affronted young Buckinghamshire lacemakers 

21 



 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION PROGRAMME 2021-2022 

ON-LINE 
Meetings are being held on Wednesdays at 8.00 pm online through Zoom 

Register your interest at: secretarybucksha@gmail.com 
 2021-2022 Programme 
Please note during the current Covid-19 restrictions all our talks will be online. 
Please register your interest by emailing: 
secretarybucksha@gmail.com 
20 October 2021: Dr Edward Hicks, University of Oxford 
Spencer Perceval: The Life and Times of Britain’s Only Assassinated Prime Minister 
(preceded by the AGM at 7:35) 
17 November 2021: Dr Amrita Shodhan, Senior Teaching Fellow, SOAS University of London 
Decolonising the Partition of British India, 1947 
15 December 2021: Cathy Haill, Curator of Popular Entertainment, Victoria & Albert 
Museum 
Pantomime, a Peculiarly Form of British Entertainment (title tbc) 
19 January 2022: Prof Jane Humphries, Emeritus Prof of Economic History, Oxford 
University 
Economic Growth and Welfare (title tbc) 
16 February 2022: Prof Richard English, Professor of Politics, Queen’s University Belfast 
The IRA and the Partition of Ireland: Violence, Legacies and Possibilities 
16 March 2022: Dr Jane Harrison, Dept for Continuing Education, University of Oxford 
Moated Manors and Deserted Medieval Villages; changing settlement in the Appleton 
area, Oxfordshire 
20 April 2022: Dr Susan Kilby, Centre for English Local History, Univ of Leicester 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them: the Romanesque Capitals of St Kyneburgha’s 
Church, Castor, Northamptonshire, and the Local Landscape 
18 May 2022: Mark Gorman, Independent Researcher 
Popular Protest and the Preservation of Open Spaces in Victorian London 
June 2022: Summer Afternoon Event: 
Linslade Church and its restored medieval wall paintings, led by Dr Richard Gem 
( Further details will be forthcoming in the year) 
  
Admission to meetings is free to full and associate members of the Historical Association. 
Visitors and Students WELCOME and donations of £3 appreciated 
Please contact secretary for bank transfer details or post cheque to below 
Associate membership of the Branch is £12 for the year from October 2021. 
Please pay by standing order, bank transfer (contact for details) or by cheque, payable to 
Historical Association-Bucks Branch, with the slip below (and s.a.e. if you want a receipt). 
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION (BUCKS BRANCH), ASSOCIATE SUBSCRIPTION 2021-2022 
To: Terry Bloxham (Hon Secretary), 138 High Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1RB 
  
Terry Bloxham, Hon Secretary, Bucks Historical Association 
138 High Street, Aylesbury  HP20 1RB 
secretarybucksha@gmail.com 
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                                 Our Living Village 

A Joint Project by the Villages of Seer Green and Jordans, and the Chiltern Society 
 
 

 
 
 
 
A question that’s always fascinated me is why history and geography are always taught as 
two totally separate subjects, when we know from our own lives how closely 
interdependent these two topics really are. This fact is clearly illustrated by the mass of local 
material collected by the Seer Green & Jordans Society over the past fifty years, comprising 
a mixture of historic and current maps, photographs, video recordings, census data, press 
cuttings, family trees and personal recollections, church and school records, and several 
village booklets.  
  
The challenge we faced was what to do with all of this material? Traditionally the answer 
would be to edit part of it together and publish a local history book, but we wondered 
whether there might be a 21st century approach which would allow us to produce a more 
open and dynamic history of our communities which could be easily updated and developed 
over time. Since our knowledge of the past is constantly changing, and events in our 
communities never stop, how might we capture and share our local history of yesterday, 
today and tomorrow? 

The solution we conceived was to produce an online history using Geographical Information 
Systems (GIS) software, which in principle should allow us to achieve all of these aims. But 
as two small villages, would this really be technically and financially achievable? To test this, 
at the beginning of 2019 we teamed up with the Chiltern Society to run a pilot project with 

Part of The Godolphin Map 1753 
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the aim of producing a viable Our Living Village application for the communities of Seer 
Green and Jordans along with a template that could be offered to other communities 
throughout the Chilterns. The arrival of the Covid pandemic early in 2020 obviously slowed 
down our endeavours, but with the help of a local technical team and enthusiastic support 
from our communities we’ve still made some good progress. 

Our first task was to decide which GIS software to use. Open-source solutions were 
obviously attractive, but on balance we decided to go with the commercial ArcGIS software 
from Esri, a company conveniently headquartered in Aylesbury. In practice we’ve found the 
extensive capabilities of this software to be technically challenging, and this is a decision 
that we’ll be reviewing at the end of the project.  

Using this software we’ve digitized, edited and aligned a rich stack of historic maps for our 
two villages, ranging from the geological to medieval, estate, enclosure and tithe maps, 
topped off by a range of detailed OS maps. For Seer Green, we’ve been fortunate to have 
available the beautiful Godolphin estate map which accurately records every field, building 
and inhabitant in the village in 1753. Bringing this exercise right up to date, access to data 
from the “Beacons of the Past” Lidar survey recently undertaken by the Chiltern 
Conservation Board has provided us with wonderful new insights into our local area, 
including the identification of the precise route of the Roman Road running from St Albans 
to Silchester.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In parallel with this exercise, to populate these maps, we’re analysing local family histories, 
church and school records, national census data from 1831 to 1911, and the national 
register of 1939. With changes in road names and the growth of our two communities, 
plotting individual families onto the historic maps is not proving to be straightforward - but 
we’re doing our best! What this population analysis also highlights are local demographic 
and employment changes over time, such as the dramatic growth and subsequent decline of 
female employment in lace-making in the 19th century.  

 

 
Mrs Boddy: Lace Maker James Picton at Peaceful Cottage 
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Along with the two fundamental research areas of maps and population we’re interweaving 
a series of social themes which are deepening and enriching our understanding of our local 
history. These themes include religion, education, historic homes and buildings, music 
literature and art, trade and commerce, our village pubs, and the centenary of the 
construction of Jordans Village. These research themes are quite open-ended, our aim being 
to encourage villagers to add further material and additional strands to this history in the 
future. 

An extensive introduction to the Our Living Village project is available online at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eWo3jmx4k-k . Or better still, please join us at our 
launch events in Jordans and Seer Green on the afternoons of 25 September and 2 October 
respectively, when we’ll be discussing the progress made and future community actions. 
Tickets for these events can be obtained from the Chiltern Society’s Heritage Festival 
website at https://chilternsociety.org.uk/heritage-festival/.  

Alan Kell, Project Manager, Our Living Village 

 

 

Buckinghamshire Council  
Nominations for its Local Heritage List  

 
Buckinghamshire is a county that is rich with history and has many heritage assets that 
benefit from statutory protection and designation, often referred to as ‘listed’ or 
‘scheduled’ assets. The threshold for meeting the criteria that allows an asset to become 
listed is very high, and as a result it means that several locally important assets, which 
contribute positively to the local character and identity of Buckinghamshire, sometimes 
have little or no protection. Over time, some of these special places can be lost. 
  
The Government has recognized this problem and have made funds available to 22 Local 
Authorities, including Buckinghamshire, to help improve the standard of locally held lists. 
  
The Local Heritage List seeks to identify locally significant assets and celebrate their 
contribution to local identity and character. Developing this list provides a unique 
opportunity for residents of Buckinghamshire to nominate important assets around the 
County that are not currently listed, but that have significant heritage interest. 
  
All kinds of assets can be considered for local listing, including: 

      Historic buildings 
      Buildings demonstrating local style 
      Archaeological sites, such as upstanding earthworks or buried remains 
      Historic gardens and parks, and individual elements within them 
      Public works of art, monuments and street furniture, including signage 

  
From 3rd September, residents will be able to make nominations for the Local Heritage List, 
or volunteer to assist the project team via Buckinghamshire Councils new online tool here: 
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Home - Buckinghamshire's Local Heritage List (local-heritage-list.org.uk). Criteria for assets 
to be included on the list can also be found on the online portal. 
  
Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Planning and Regeneration, Gareth Williams, said: 
 “Buckinghamshire is a county rich in history and culture, so I am very excited about the 
opportunity to develop its Local Heritage List. I hope that residents will enjoy being able to 
get involved and that together, we can help to protect some of the most important assets in 
the County that contribute to the character and heritage of Buckinghamshire” 
  
For more information on the Local Heritage List, visit Home - Buckinghamshire's Local 
Heritage List (local-heritage-list.org.uk) or email localheritagelist@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
  

Eliza Alqassar    

Bucks County Archaeological Service  
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Buckingham Market 

Place Mid Nineteenth 

Century 

Present Day 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DnLPQ4HsHwSbRPlXzriAf_uZ1ihNvBI_NkrKUB5FtpDdbZn8rd97m4_usbjT1BEjqG9TRbtQq8CX4LP5veDh9Sag6u-ghOsrg2yQZ2G6bElrtniQYDvRb7kOBO_uYdhrou1oOrtyhZTdfJetgOb21gdpU46BFlJKe3ExFaupL8-wD0&data=04%7C01%7Celiza.alqassar%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C6427e2e28f1b41be08a608d96ebf366a%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C637662589789537450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QtoocbqkyMd19CFbPnogHtD%2FNF0knLoZQ0OL7GeofUw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DnLPQ4HsHwSbRPlXzriAf_uZ1ihNvBI_NkrKUB5FtpDdbZn8rd97m4_usbjT1BEjqG9TRbtQq8CX4LP5veDh9SdsCDBZL22ruFpePWPAXdNt6AmLpg1QBAl-NQFFtlRH0PFTPNEkGpJRsLKV9Bd1-fPsdEVfIqhfY_Wec-dRl-GAV0&data=04%7C01%7Celiza.alqassar%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C6427e2e28f1b41be08a608d96ebf366a%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C637662589789537450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1YJuh7dWMuHbf30JZRyn9lrrneRmHhKurzp0BPa2zE8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DnLPQ4HsHwSbRPlXzriAf_uZ1ihNvBI_NkrKUB5FtpDdbZn8rd97m4_usbjT1BEjqG9TRbtQq8CX4LP5veDh9SdsCDBZL22ruFpePWPAXdNt6AmLpg1QBAl-NQFFtlRH0PFTPNEkGpJRsLKV9Bd1-fPsdEVfIqhfY_Wec-dRl-GAV0&data=04%7C01%7Celiza.alqassar%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C6427e2e28f1b41be08a608d96ebf366a%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C637662589789537450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1YJuh7dWMuHbf30JZRyn9lrrneRmHhKurzp0BPa2zE8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:localheritagelist@buckinghamshire.gov.uk


                       Shaking the Chilterns 

 

‘It was therefore expected that the end of the ageing world was at hand ...’ wrote Mathew 
Paris in his Chronicle Majora entry for1247. He was recording an earthquake ‘felt in various 
places in England, especially at London and above all on the banks of the River Thames. It 
shook many buildings and was extremely damaging and terrible.’ In 1250 he recorded a 
second quake, this time at ‘ St Albans and neighbouring parts, which are called Ciltria, where 
from time immemorial no such event has been seen or heard of for the land there is solid 
and chalky, not at all cavernous ... during the earthquake a remarkable thing happened; the 
pigeons, blackbirds, sparrows and other birds, which were perching quietly on the houses or 

the branches of the trees, as if terrified by a 
sparrow hawk swooping over, suddenly took 
wing like missiles and flew to and fro in 
confusion, coming and going away to the 
fear and horror of spectators... Thus in this 
year unusual and dreadful disturbances 
were experienced, both by land and sea, 
which imminently threatened the end of the 
world ...  as the gospel menaces ...’ 

The existence of ‘caverns’ beneath the 
ground, coupled with divine retribution, 

seemed a reasonable explanation for the phenomena at the time. Six hundred years were to 
pass before the concept of ‘plate tectonics‘ provided an explanation not only for 
earthquakes but also for volcanoes,  mountain ranges, and tsunamis etc. The British 
Geological Survey now has sensors all over the UK and monitors the occurrence of 
earthquakes across the world. Within the UK it recorded nine small quakes during March 
this year alone, some well offshore and originating from plate movement between 8 and 
34km below the surface. (http://www.earthquakes.bgs.ac.uk/). 

As one who experienced his only earthquake early one morning in a living room in Aylesbury 
some years ago, both I and  Mathew Parish - had he been around - would be reassured by 
information included in a well-known scholarly series (one of which happened to be on my 
bookshelf) Teach Yourself Volcanoes etc, which notes that there are millions of quakes of 
less than 2.9  on the Richter scale in the world every year  and that only those  registering 6 
or over on the scale are likely to cause deaths! 

However, as it happens despite the Mathew Paris’ observation about the ‘solid and chalky’ 
Chilterns, there are ‘caverns’ here, into which - as local newspapers report, the occasional 
cars and corners of building subside. Most of these arise from solution of the chalk, 
however, another group of notable cavities are so-called ‘chalk-wells’ sited in formerly 
arable- fields. These were in the past dug to some depth to obtain chalk to improve the 
quality of the overlying clay-with-flints. As they have vertical shafts that open out into 
chambers once chalk is reached, they can be confused with Neolithic flint mines such as 
those at Grimes Graves in Norfolk. 

Matthew Paris: Self Portrait 
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THE GREAT HILLESDEN EARTHQUAKE 

 
From The History and Antiquities of the County of 
Buckingham, Volume 3, 1847, by George 
Lipscombe, pages 18-19. 

 

 

 At two very distant periods of time, great alarm is reported to have prevailed here, 
respecting the phenomenon of an earthquake, said to have been especially felt in this 
neighbourhood; by which the inhabitants of Hillesden were terrified, whilst the rest of the 
neighbourhood were unconscious of its occurrence. 

In January 1635, about six o’clock in the evening, an unusual noise was heard in the air, 
accompanied by the trembling of the earth, the tables and chairs and stools quaking under 
those who were using them, and whole houses being shaken, as mentioned by Burton in his 
Casualties; and again in November 1822, when a very loud rumbling noise in the air, and a 
violent commotion of the earth were described in the public newspapers, as having greatly 
terrified many of the inhabitants of this village, who had retired to their beds; and 
occasioned even the children to scream with affright.  On the latter occasion, it was 
represented that some damage was sustained by the fall of the battlements of the church; 
but the public were not informed whether that very circumstance might not have been the 
principal cause of their alarm; nor whether the concussion so occasioned were not 
precedent to, rather than the consequence of the shock described; for the fabric of the 
church having been much neglected, and the parapet and pinnacles with which its 
battlements were crowded, being very disproportionate to the strength of the walls, it 
seems not at all improbable that a very plain and obvious solution of all doubt in regard to 
this extraordinary occurrence might be found in an ordinary cause , without resorting to the 
influence of terror upon the occasion. 

 
 
 

 

Hillesden Church 1847 

George Lipscombe, 1773 - 1846 
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The Oldest Bridge in Buckinghamshire 
 

 

 
 

                                                          Thornborough Bridge 

 

Thornborough Bridge is the oldest bridge in Buckinghamshire.  It was built of stone around 
the year 1400 as a crossing of the River Great Ouse, a few yards away from an earlier ford 
made up of stone blocks laid down by the Romans.  The span is about 30 metres, and the 
carriageway 3 metres across.  It doubtless was a busy crossing even in pre-modern times- 
there are traces of a Roman ford nearby - but by the twentieth century, frequent traffic 
jams due to the narrow carriageway led to  the instalment of traffic lights.  Then in 1974, a 
new bridge was built a few metres to the south, bypassing the old bridge which now lies 
unobserved by the motorists speeding along the A421. 

Turn off the road by the new bridge at a sign indicating a picnic site, and you will find the old 
stone bridge, five arches with three cutwaters facing into the flow of the water, and at the 
top of the bridge, refuges where, in the past travellers on foot could avoid lumbering hay 
carts and perhaps, gaze entranced at the fish filled current. In the immediate 
neighbourhood are two Roman burial mounds, a deserted mediaeval village, and the sites of 
a Roman villa and temple, Thornborough itself, clustered round its quiet village green.   

 Not surprisingly, there are scrape marks on the parapets where twentieth century lorries 
had damaged the masonry, but in earlier centuries too, there must have been sufficient 
wear and tear to justify frequent repairs, notably in 1661, as recorded in a plaque at one 
passing place on the north side of the river: 

THIS BRIDG WAS REPAIRED AT THE CHARGE OF THE COU  TY A O DOMI YI 166(1) ACCORDI G 

TO ASESIO S ORDER: SR. RICHARD TEMPL SR. TOBY TUREL BARRO ETS AND THOMAS 

STAFFORD ESQVIR BEI G APPOY TED TO TAKE ORDER FOR THE DOOI G OF (T)HE SAME A D 

WILLIAM WOOLLHEA(D) OF THOR BOROW YEAMA  WAS/ TU....ER OF THE SAID WORK THOMAS

..O... THE SAYE....  (NB - Original spelling, and written with reversed letter Ns) 

Michael Ghirelli 
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