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The following lonely volumes 
are looking for a home! 
 

  Current Archaeology: No. 1 (1976)- 65 (1979.) 
 
   British Archaeology: 2010-2021 
 
   Records of Buckinghamshire: 1971-2020 
 
   Journal of the Society of Archivists:  100     
(1999- 123 (2010)  
 
We’re afraid you can’t select individual 
volumes from any one run. Delivery might be 
possible depending on location. If interested 
email:       
 
             mfarchaeol@btinternet.com  
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JUST PUBLISHED 

AVAILABLE IN MAY 
 

Before 1066 King Edward the 
Confessor built a hall on his 

manor at Brill, and for 230 

years he and his successors 
lodged there when hunting in 

Bernwood Forest. Henry III 
made it a court fit for his new 

Queen, Eleanor of Provence, 
adding chambers, kitchens 

and chapels, and guarding 
this with a gatehouse and 

swing-bridge. 

 In this new book Michael Farley gathers all the evidence ‒ from the 

royal household’s own documents, from church records, from later 
maps and personal accounts, from archaeological investigations. This 

is a vivid picture of life in Brill’s medieval royal manor. And 
it concludes with a mystery. Where exactly was the kings’ house at 

Brill? Here is the evidence...  

240 pages, large-format paperback, with 71 colour maps 
and illustrations, bibliography and index.   £18.00 

TO BE PUBLISHED by the Bucks Archaeological Society on 21 May 

2022 (copies will be available at the society's AGM in Aylesbury). 

OR ORDER YOUR COPY IN ADVANCE, ONLINE 

at https://bas1.org.uk/product/brill (copies ordered will be sent out by post 

after 21 May). 

 

 

 

A NEW BOOK FROM  
MIKE FARLEY 

4 

 

https://bas1.org.uk/product/brill


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A NEW BOOK FROM THE NENE 

VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST 

 

The Romans in the Nene Valley 
provides an overview of the 
development of the Lower Nene 
Valley from the late Iron Age to the 
very end of Roman rule.   Topics 
such as the military presence and 
forts, villas and farmsteads, religion 
and burials are all covered, along 
with the important Roman town of 
Durobrivae with its sprawling 
industrial suburbs.  The book is 
published by the Nene Valley 
Archaeological Trust. By purchasing 
the book you will discover the 
importance of the Roman presence 
in the area as revealed by 
archaeological research over the 
past 200 years. You will also help 
fund the ongoing research being 
undertaken by the Trust.  

 

David Noy writes: “I can recommend a new book by Stephen 

Upex that was published in March: The Romans in the Nene 

Valley. This is a lavishly illustrated, highly readable new book, based on 

the results of decades of excavation and research that the Nene Valley 

Archaeological Trust and its associated organisations have undertaken 

in the middle reaches of the River Nene”.  

 

For further information about the book, and how to order a copy, go to  

https://www.nenevalleyarchaeology.co.uk/romans-nene-valley 
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The meeting will be held both in-person at the museum and simultaneously 
online for members who, for whatever reason, are unable to attend in person. 

To REGISTER TO ATTEND ONLINE please go to:  
  https://bas1.org.uk/bas-agm-2022 

AGENDA 

Item 1. Apologies for Absence 

Item 2. Minutes of AGM of 8 May 2021  

Item 3. Matters Arising 

Item 4. Officers’ Reports for 2021 

  Honorary Secretary:      Doug Stuckey 

  Honorary Treasurer:     Harry Ball 

Honorary Joint Editor of Records:  Bob Zeepvat 

Honorary Librarian:       Sarah Gray 

Honorary Archivist:       David Noy   

Honorary Membership Secretary:    Nigel Rothwell 

Item 5. President’s Remarks on 2021   Julian Hunt 

Item 6. The society moves on...   Peter Marsden, Chair 

Item 7. Votes of Thanks 

Item 8. A change in membership subscriptions: 

Over the past two years the activity of the society has changed to 
be more 'online'. This allowed events to continue through the 
pandemic and progressively enhanced access to BAS publications 
and documents. From this year’s Records of Bucks (volume 62), 
the society intends to provide members with both printed and 
digital copies. Lectures and meetings will return to the Museum 

   THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY 

To be held on Saturday 21 May 2022 in the meeting room at 

the county’s Discover Bucks Museum in Church Street, 

Aylesbury, starting at 2.00pm. 
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but will also be streamed on Zoom, to retain members who are 
now geographically more widespread than before.  The forecast 
for 2022 shows a deficit of £950 (excluding any loss on 
investments), Council proposes that from January 2023 BAS 
annual subscriptions should be: 

 Ordinary Member  £24.00 
 Family Member      £26.00 
 Junior Member      £12.00 
 Affiliate Member   £26.00 

We estimate that this increase will sustain us for several years. 
Members will be asked to approve this, or otherwise, by a vote at 
the meeting. 

Item 9. Should non-members be charged for attendance at BAS lectures 
and meetings? 
 

At present BAS lectures and meetings are open to the public for 
free.  Would the AGM consider charging non-members a small fee 
for access to these events, both in person and online? If members 
feel this would be a good idea then Council will explore ways of 
enabling it. 

 Council would welcome the views of members at AGM on this 
issue. 

Item 10(a). Election of the Society’s Officers 

Peter Marsden, Honorary Chair of the society since 2011, has 
offered his resignation. The society’s Council meeting in March 
agreed to propose Doug Stuckey, present Honorary Secretary as 
the new Chair ‒ while Peter Marsden has agreed to be put 
forward for the role of Honorary Secretary.   

Proposed for election: 
(i) Honorary Chair of the Society:   Doug Stuckey 
(ii) Honorary  Secretary :    Peter Marsden  

All other Officers of the society are willing to continue in their 
present roles. The following are therefore proposed for re-
election: 

(iii) Honorary  President:    Julian Hunt 
(iv) Honorary Treasurer:    Harry Ball 
(v) Honorary Librarian:    Sarah Gray 
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(vi) Honorary Editor of Records:   Bob Zeepvat 
(vii) Honorary Archivist    David Noy 
(viii) Honorary Membership Secretary Nigel Rothwell 

 
Item 10(b). Election of Ordinary Members of Council   

Council includes nine Ordinary Members, each eligible for re-
election for a maximum continuous term of three years.    

Eight serving members who were elected in 2020 and 2021 are 
therefore eligible for re-election. These are: 

Andy Ford, Pauline Hey, David Hillier, Andrew Kemp, Lucy 
Lawrence, Marian Miller, John Sheldon and Ros Tyrrell. 

One member, Alan Burnett, has completed his three-year term, so 

cannot be re-elected. There is therefore one vacant position on 

Council and nominations are invited to fill this.  Nominations may 

be proposed and seconded before or at the meeting. 

Item 11.  Re-appointment of Honorary Auditor   

Mrs Joan Dharamshi 

Item 12.   Vice Presidents 

Vice-Presidents serve until their resignation or removal by an 

AGM. The Society’s current Vice-Presidents are Colin Dawes, Hugh 

Hanley, Michael Farley, Maurice Hart, Diana Gulland and Dennis 

Mynard. 

Item 13.   Any Other Business 

Any item of other business must be notified to the Chair of the 

Society in advance of the meeting. 

Close of Meeting: The Society’s next AGM is scheduled to be held  

on Saturday 6 May 2023 at 2.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Annual General Meeting will be followed by 

A TALK BY SARAH GRAY 
THE HISTORIC SITE AND BUILDINGS OF THE COUNTY’S 

DISCOVER BUCKS MUSEUM  
This will be followed by refreshments, the opportunity to collect your copy of 

the new Records of Bucks volume 62, and to review other society publications. 
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                     Minutes of the AGM 2021, held online (Zoom) 
8th May 2021 

1.  Apologies for absence: 

Mike Farley, David Hiller, David Noy and Roger Bettridge 
 

2. Members Present: 

There were 91 active zoom users for the meeting; unfortunately Zoom 
failed to capture the names of each entry. 
 

3. Minutes of the AGM, 20th September 2021: 

The minutes (published in the Newsletter) were accepted without 
comment. 
 

4. Matters arising: 

There were no matters arising 
 

5. Officers Reports: 

Officers’ reports were published in the Spring 2021 newsletter. 
These were considered by the AGM, with the adoption of the Accounts 
for 2020 (Treasures report) being proposed by Richard Gem, seconded 
by Sarah Gray and approved by 35 online votes. 
 

6. President Remarks: 

Julian Hunt gave his presidential remarks, supported by a PowerPoint 
presentation. 
 

7. Votes of Thanks: 

Several long-standing members of Council have stood down during the 
year. 
John Broad, as joint editor of Record of Bucks; the meeting thanked John 
for his work and knowledge. 

Bronwen Lee, as membership secretary; the meeting thanked Bronwen 
for her management of the society’s membership subscriptions, 
reminders (and reminders!). 

Roger Bettridge, as archivist; the meeting thanked Roger for his skill and 
support for the society and its documentary collections. 
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The meeting thanked Mrs Joan Dharamshi for her assessment and 
review of the BAS accounts for 2020. 
 

8 Election of the Societies Officers and Council. 

8.a  Hon President: 
Julian Hunt was proposed by Sarah Grey, seconded by Peter Marsden, 
the online vote was unanimously for his election. 
 
8.b  Society Officers: 
Due to the time taken for online voting, Julian proposed the full list of 
officers (including replacements for vacated positions) to be voted as 
one item: - 
Hon Chairman – Peter Marsden 
Hon Secretary – Doug Stuckey 
Hon Treasurer – Harry Ball 
Hon Membership Secretary – Nigel Rothwell (new) 
Home Librarian – Sarah Gray 
Hon Archivist – David Noy (new) 
Hon Editor of Record of Bucks – Bob Zeepvat 
These were proposed by Juian Hunt and seconded by Michael Hardy.  
The vote for all of these positions was unanimous. 
 
8.c Ordinary Members of Council: 
Ordinary members who remained eligible for re-election, Pauline Hey, 
Allan Burnett, Ros Tyrell, Marian Miller, Andy Ford and John Sheldon, 
were re-elected by 56 online votes. 
New members persuaded to attend Council were Lucy Lawrence and 
Andrew Kemp, proposed by Peter Marsden and seconded by Mike 
Ghirelli.  David Hillier became available to Council after a year’s absence.  
These members were voted in unanimously. 
 
8d Re-appointment of Hon Auditor 
Mrs Joan Dharamshi was proposed by Harry Ball and seconded by Sarah 
Gray.  The meeting voted unanimously to re-appoint Mrs Daramshi. 
 
8.e Vice Presidents 
No changes proposed or required. 
 

8. AOB 

No items had been notified in advance. 
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                         BAS  AGM 2022: Report of the Honorary Secretary 
 

The society’s events and activities continued online as they had done in 2021, 
following Covid guidelines.  Lectures and meetings were well attended, as were 
the update sessions given by Fusion JV on behalf of the HS2 investigation sites 
in Buckinghamshire.  We thank Jay Carver and his team from Fusion for their 
time and expertise in keeping the society up to date with the HS2 discoveries.  
These include Bronze Age barrows near Wendover, Roman sculptures from 
Stoke Mandeville, extensive Iron Age/Roman burials at Fleet Marston, and a 
well-preserved wooden figurine from Twyford. 

The BAS website (BAS1.org.uk) content continues to grow steadily.  The eleven 
volumes from the Milton Keynes Monographs (some now out of print) are 
available as digital download (PDF) from the website.  Work on digitising all  
the Records of Bucks back catalogue has also re-started, using a grant from 
HS2 to enable the volumes to be added to the national Archaeological Data 
Service (ADS). 

BAS council has supported the ‘Local List’ initiative by Bucks Council, collecting 
heritage information from across the county for structures, objects and sites 
that are important to local inhabitants.  Society members have also supported 
the ‘Beacons of the Past’ citizens’ science project in the Chilterns. 

The use of Zoom for society lectures has enabled the involvement of members 
from outside of the county (and those some distance from Aylesbury).  We 
intend to stream our future lectures and meetings from the Museum to 
continue this engagement while restoring the social context of our society. 

Doug Stuckey, 
Hon Secretary, BAS. 
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Overall membership numbers increased slightly during 2021. The largest 

decrease was due to members who joined in 2020 but chose not to renew for 

2021. 

 
Subscriptions for membership renewal are always due at the beginning of 

January. For those members who don’t automatically renew, letters or emails 

inviting renewal are sent out in late January, with follow-up reminders again 

later in the year. The membership numbers and paid-up status to the end of 

March 2022 is as shown. 

      
A breakdown of membership subscription, by category, is also shown. I have 

initiated a follow-up with Family Membership subscribers this year, in order to 

 

Report of the Honorary Membership Secretary 
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better understand our actual member numbers, as well as the age 

demographics of any younger household members.  

We rely on the support and contributions of our membership, and that 

includes the subscriptions which help fund activities and publications, including 

Records of Buckinghamshire. It is immensely helpful if subs are paid on time, or 

if you can inform us of your resignation. It is also helpful if members are able to 

Gift Aid subscription payments, as this is financially beneficial to the Society at 

no extra cost to the subscribing member; and also, if you are able to pay by 

Bank Standing Order, as this reduces our administration. 

The Society exists for the benefit of both you and the county, so if you would 

like to be more involved: through helping run Society affairs; with active 

research or archaeological projects; or if you have knowledge or expertise 

which could form the basis of an interesting talk, then do please contact a 

committee member.  

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Nigel Rothwell 

Honorary Membership Secretary 
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THE COURT HOUSE, AYLESBURY, 1845 



AAG REPORT FOR BAS NEWSLETTER 

Spring 2022 

 

Our activities through the winter were mostly desk-based due to Covid 
restrictions and some rather unfriendly weather. 

We did manage to keep our dig at the Great Linford Park ha-ha going until 
early December. By this time, we had clearly located the ha-ha wall in three 
trenches, and established that it was not in very good condition, due to a lot of 
damage from tree roots (the immediate area of the ha-ha is quite heavily 
wooded), collapse of parts of the wall, and a considerable amount of material 
dumped in the ditch. This had answered the initial questions as to the 
presence or otherwise of the ha-ha wall and its condition, but had raised many 
more as to how the wall had been constructed and whether or not it was the 
same along its whole length. 

In trenches 1 and 2 we 
discovered that the footings of 
the wall seemed fairly 
insubstantial, being largely 
gravel and clay, with some 
irregular small stones on top, 
then the main body of the wall. 
Parts of the wall had been 
repaired - sometimes probably 
more than once and that parts 
of the repaired sections 
contained a lot of mortar, in 

places forming a layer. In the course of trying to sort this out, we discovered in 
trench 1 that the wall was a double one, with a narrow gap between the two, 
and occasional large stones tying the two walls together. We had, at this point 
closed trench 2, thinking we had all the information we needed, but decided to 
re-open it, in order to determine whether or not the wall was double at this 
point too. We found that it was indeed double, and that the construction was 
similar to that in trench 1.  

It was also becoming apparent that there was a lot of back-fill behind the inner 
wall, particularly in trench1, suggesting that the wall had been erected in a pre-
existing ditch, rather than one dug specifically for the ha-ha, possibly a 
boundary ditch that appears on some of the old maps. 

 

TRENCH 1 
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Work in trench 3 was 
producing a different 
picture. This area being less 
wooded, we had a trench 
that was some 4 m long, and 
located the wall along the 
whole length. We were 
somewhat hindered by a 
large chunk of concrete (or 
reconstituted stone), just in 
front of the wall at the north end of the trench, which took some time to dig 
out. The central area of the wall had suffered tree root damage, collapse and 
repair, but at each end of the trench, particularly the south it was in quite good 
condition. There seemed to have been a quantity of stone collapsed from the 
top of the wall into the ditch, but underlying this tumble there was another 
layer of rather smaller stones which, judging by the slope of its upper surface, 
had been tipped into the ditch from the east side. We were able to locate the 
back edge of the wall towards the south end of the trench. This was quite well 
defined, and seemed to have little back-fill behind it. 

We had also opened trench 5 over a line on the LiDAR survey which suggested 
that the ha-ha continued towards the modern road and boundary wall, and 
might have a curved terminus, with a possible path nearby. We found stone, 
which looked like construction stone, but was apparently just dumped, 
possibly after the end of a different project. 

The finds in all the trenches had been mostly animal bone, some fossils, shells, 
nails, some pottery, of various ages, some glass, of varying ages, and assorted 
modern rubbish. While some of the pottery was quite old, it was of little help 
for dating, as the contents of the ditch had been disturbed more than once, 
and it was perfectly possible to find a sherd of medieval pottery next to the 
remains of a supermarket plastic bag. 

At this stage the weather was deteriorating and daylight was of rather short 
duration, so we covered the trenches, and left them for the winter. 

In February we returned, removed the covers, cleared a lot of leaves and 
continued our investigations.  Trench 5 now has its original three ‘test pits’ 
pretty much joined up, and while lot more stone has appeared, we have not 
yet located the wall. 

 

TRENCH 3 
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Trench 3 is now considerably tidied up. We have quite a long length of the back 
edge of the wall defined; we have taken a few stones off the top of the wall, 
and followed some smallish voids within the fabric, but we cannot find any 
evidence that it was ever a double wall. It seems to be a very solidly built single 
wall which is at least as thick as the double wall in Trenches 1 and 2. There is 
not much back-fill behind it – it appears to have been built close to the scarp of 
the ditch, which suggests that it was specifically dug for the wall (this section is 
immediately in front of the manor house, which might explain its more careful 
construction). Its footings seem similar to those of the wall in trenches 1 and 2 
– smallish stones, clay and gravel 

Trench 2 now has quite a deep hole, while 
we try to establish exactly what the 
construction of the footings is; we cannot 
extend it much to get easier access 
because of the nearby trees. 

We are probably going to put in another 
trench between trenches 2 and 3, if we 
can find a suitable space between the 
trees, to try to find out where the wall 
changes from double to single. 

Trench 1 has now extended in just about 
every possible direction; behind the wall 
there is a sloping clay bank with a rounded 
top, and a lot of back-fill between it and 
the wall. The wall is definitely double (as it 
is in trench 2), but has also been found to 
have mortar in the inner wall at quite a 

high level (the initial construction seems to have been dry-stone, and mortar 
seems to be the hallmark of repaired section). In front of the wall the ditch fill 
has been removed, and the various clay layers are still being properly defined.  

But in this area, just at the junction between two layers of clay, and at least 
40cm below the topsoil our most interesting find has come to light – a quite 
small iron arrowhead, heavily rusted, and with one of its barbs broken. We all 
thought it was decorative rather than functional, but Edwin Wood from the 
PAS tells us it is a 14th to 15th century arrowhead, probably a Ward-Perkins type 
16 used primarily for hunting, or possibly a Jessop Type M4 with a mainly  

 

TRENCH 2 
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military function.(see photograph). 
The context where it was found 
seems pretty secure, so this is our 
only really good piece of dating 
evidence. And it comes from what 
we think is part of the pre-existing 
ditch before the ha-ha was built, 
predating the building of the ha-ha 
by about a couple of centuries. 

This is the only fieldwork we are 
currently undertaking, but there are 
a couple of other sites under 
consideration. 

The Friends of Great Linford Park 
have continued to provide us with much appreciated tea, coffee and biscuits – 
plus a dog-walking service for my elderly Westie – who now looks for Julie as 
soon as we arrive.  

We have been able to visit the HS2 excavations at Stoke Mandeville several 
times, as well as some of us attending several training days the HS2 provided, 
free of charge, and which I think we all found very useful (osteology; medieval 
graffiti, drawing finds and recording finds). This has stimulated our interest in 
medieval graffiti, and Doug Stuckey and Gary Marshall have been recording the 
graffiti on St Andrew’s Church Great Linford – since we were already working 
at Great Linford, and St Andrew’s is a very interesting church whose origins go 
back before Domesday, but which has alterations and additions from just 
about every century since – they have over 180 photographs, and are hoping 
to produce a template that the rest of us can use to record other churches. 
They did the outside in pretty awful weather, but managed to do the inside 
when the church was open for coffee and tea. 

HS2 also arranged two half day conferences on MS Teams - both of which were 
very well attended – and there is another coming up soon. 

Some members are taking part in a watching brief of flood alleviation works 
that are taking place in Chesham High St – so far only one visit has occurred 
and there was little opportunity to look in the hole, but some bags of soil were 
removed for sieving, with a few pottery finds. 

 

 

MEDIAEVAL IRON ARROWHEAD 
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Our winter talks programme went ahead as usual, except that all the talks 
were on Zoom, thanks to Covid, plus the museum being inaccessible due to 
refurbishments. We, and some of the other societies that we have been 
visiting virtually, have found that attendances have been much higher when no 
travelling is involved. People can attend Zoom talks when they could not 
possibly travel the distances involved to attend live meetings (sometimes 
hundreds, even occasionally thousands, of miles). Because of this we are 
planning that even when live talks resume, we will stream them via Zoom for 
the benefit of our distant members and friends. 

AAG Talks 

The first talk of the season was in September, when Peter Marsden and Doug 
Stuckey updated us on what the Chetwode Project had achieved. A number of 
people from the AAG and from the general BAS membership had worked on 
maps, documents and site visits to produce a comprehensive review of what 
was known about Chetwode , and particularly the mill.  This had been 
presented to HS2 and as a result the mill site will be excavated – a satisfying 
result. 

In October, Jill Eyers gave a fascinating talk about the archaeology of burial, 
offering aspects that most of us had never considered. 

In November, Sandy Kidd and several others  gave us a comprehensive update 
on recent research at Quarrendon, following which there are plans for a more 
detailed look at it, probably as a half day workshop, to plan what the next 
steps should be. 

In December, we had a quiz devised by Doug Stuckey on some of the 
Megaliths of Northern Europe. I think we all found gaps in our knowledge! 
Nigel Rothwell also told us about the roman road between St Albans and 
Silchester – and it’s multiple variants. We had to supply our own mince pies. 

January was Doug Stuckey again – he usually claims the January slot to report 
back to us on the archaeology he has undertaken in Scotland during the 
previous summer – this time from near Stirling, rather than as in previous 
years up in the Cairngorms. He had some really interesting work to report. 

In February, Mike Farley talked to us about the Kings Buildings at Brill. Brill is 
an amazing village, which Mike has studied for some years – and still has not 
solved all its mysteries. This talk was a sort of preview of his book which will be  

18 



 

out shortly, and was stimulating. Maybe we will all be out there one day soon!  

 

 

 

 

 

And in March, Matty Holmes (zooarchaeologist) gave us a well- considered talk 
entitled ‘Wool, Milk and Grain; the zooarchaeology of the Saxon Period – 
(and a bit later)’. This covered a lot of her recent research, and explained the 
varying dominance of cattle and sheep at different times during the period, 
according to how agriculture was being undertaken,  plus odd facts such as 
most of the ‘oxen’ used for ploughing were in fact cows, and that while any 
sheep could be used for wool, it was thought the best wool came from rams 
and wethers (castrated rams). 

April 14th had Bob Zeepvat talking about St Andrew’s Church at Great Linford, 
including the excavations within the church a few years ago.  

And May 12th will be Paul Tate telling us about LBDAHS’s attempts to find the 
Holy Well associated with St Mary’s Church, Old Linslade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Details will be on the website in due course. 

Please feel free to contact us with any queries or suggestions you may have. 

Pauline Hey 

 
 

 ST MARY’S CHURCH, OLD LINSLADE   PHOTO KEVIN QUICK 
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A GRAVESTONE FROM STOKE MANDEVIILLE CHURCH 

An interesting note written by Mark Samuels FSA in the Society of 

Antiquaries Newsletter (SALON) is reproduced below. 

Mark Samuel FSA, in his capacity as a 'subbie' for LP:-Archaeology and Fusion, 
wrote in to draw attention to the headstone of Robert Gibbs FSA, which was 
recently uncovered on an archaeological site. 

              

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

Robert Gibbs 

FSA 

of Aylesbury 

Born July 4th 

1816 

Died August 6th 

1893  [?]" 

Gravestone of Robert Gibbs FSA, 
Photograph: Mark Samuel FSA 

 

[Robert] chose to be buried in the graveyard of the church of St Mary Stoke 
Mandeville as he was an expert on its history (It had been replaced by a 
convenient new church in the 1870s). His shattered headstone emerged during 
the early stages of a remarkable series of excavations carried out in advance of 
the construction of the HS2 line. My views here are my own entirely. 
 
The excavations have been well reported in the national press and television. 
The site was already booked in by Alice Roberts but the utterly unexpected 
discovery of Roman funerary busts did no harm! 
 
My personal theory is that the busts were mounted on an mausoleum tower of 
the type that still exists near Trier at Igel. This would fit neatly on a square 
foundation below the Romanesque church. Kevin Hayward FSA agrees that the 
oldest part of the church apparently incorporates much Roman building stone. 
Could the stones have come from the ruins of the monument? (how vital is the 
'Could...?' construction to present-day archaeology!). 
 
The busts and other evidence, including an enigmatic naturally-sculpted sarsen, 
point to a far more interesting genesis for this church than was originally 
expected; continuity of worship since Roman times taking official and less 
official forms? Your local parish church will never seem the same when you 
consider what may lie under it!’ 
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                                   BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICE      

 

There has been a notable increase in both planning application consultations 
and Historic Environment Record requests during the autumn and winter of 
2021/22. This trend has continued, and we are now able to report we have had 
record numbers for HER requests in the last year.  

Amazing discoveries from the HS2 excavations have now been shared via 
official press releases. Items such as the wooden figurine from Twyford, the 
Roman mausoleum at St Mary’s and the two phase cemetery at Fleet Marston 
are of regional if not national importance, and we are looking forward to 
receiving updates on the further analysis on these and other sites along the 
route in due course.  

The theme of this year’s CBA Festival of Archaeology is ‘Journeys’ and BCAS 
are currently organising an event for the festival at North Marston to link in 
with the journey of pilgrimage. We are hoping to gather support for the event 
from different sources and would like to invite BAS to have a stall. Following an 
encroachment into a Scheduled Monument at Weston Turville, BCAS are 
working closely with Historic England and Taylor Wimpey to seek a way to 
mitigate against the harm caused to the medieval earthworks. We are also 
working with Historic England to seek alternative means for the funding of the 
post excavation of the Buckingham miscreant cemetery, which was excavated 
in 2018 but never appropriately analysed or reported.  

And finally…a good news story! BCAS were contacted by Peter Gulland at the 
end of 2021 in regards to a Bucks milepost which had been found under a 
hedge in an Oxfordshire garden. With Peter’s help, it was established that the 
milepost belonged on the Buckingham to Brill road at Hillesden, and the 
current owner was happy to hand it over so that it could be returned to its 
correct location. Unfortunately, many years under a hedge had resulted in its 
deterioration, so it is currently with a Thame blacksmith for some TLC before 
being returned to its rightful location in due course.  

Lucy Lawrence (Archaeology Officer) and Eliza Alqassar (Historic and Built 

Environment Manager)  
March 2022 
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Chiltern YAC has been fortunate to be one of the YAC Branches to receive 
funding from the From Ordinary to Extraordinary Project run by English 
Heritage’s ‘Shout Out Loud’ (SOL) team and the Young Archaeologists' Club.  
This has been an exciting opportunity to design and deliver a heritage themed 
project based in our own community, exploring an untold story within our 
chosen area, the Chilterns.  

We have spent our winter meetings, both in person and over Zoom, finding out 
about the lives of children who worked in the Chiltern bobbin lace-making 
industry during its height in Victorian times. Lace making was one of the major 
cottage industries which flourished in the Chilterns and the wider 
Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, and Oxfordshire area up until the nineteenth 
century 

 

 

 

One of our new Young Leaders, Rosie, has written the following report about 
our Project: 

Chiltern YAC invited local historian Rosemary Mortham to our October 
meeting, to interview her about the history of lace – in particular, the lace 
schools children attended. We attempted lace-making ourselves as well, under 
the guidance of Alex Atkins, to varying levels of success. As November rolled 
around, bringing with it the feast of the patron saint of lace-making, we tried 
our hands at baking Cattern cakes, a traditional fruity St Catherine’s Day treat, 
and looked back at our visit to Little Missenden Church, where medieval wall 

FILMING THE LACE 

DEMONSTRATION WITH  

ROSEMARY MORTHAM   

STORYBOARD CREATION AT 

LITTLE MISSENDEN CHURCH 
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paintings of the saint can still be seen today. We celebrated Christmas in style 
as well, making another batch of Cattern cakes due to popular demand and 
testing out different games more fortunate Victorian children would have 
played: marbles, pick-up-sticks, bagatelle, hopscotch, shove ha’penny. 

We were lucky enough to have several local projects and organisations eager 
to help, including the Chiltern Conservation Board’s Woodlanders' Lives and 
Landscapes and Chiltern Society/Seer Green and Jordans Society Our Living 
Village projects, the Cowper and Newton Museum in Olney, and the Chiltern 
Open Air Museum. They’ve aided us in researching children and lace-making, 
accessing contemporary documents, photographing examples of lace and lace-
making equipment, and more, so huge thanks to everyone who has gotten 
involved.  

Chiltern YAC is now in the process of turning all we’ve learnt into a short film. 
I’ve been working alongside fellow 
Young Leader, Aaron, to do the 
filming, put together a storyboard and 
script, with the help of Leaders, and 
every member has taken part. Over 
the last few weeks, Aaron and I have 
been working hard to complete the 
final edit of our documentary, and the 
finished film Following the Threads: 
Pinning Down Children in the Chiltern 
Lace-Making Industry will be available 
to watch online later in the year on 
the YAC/CBA website. 

 

After our historical research we are now looking forward to getting back to 
archaeology. In our April meeting we will be digging at the excavation in 
Burnham Beeches organised by the Chiltern Conservation Board “Beacons of 
the Past Project” in conjunction with The City of London Corporation, and run 
by Dr Wendy Morrison. Then we will be starting to look at Grim’s Ditch with 
Lucy Lawrence, Archaeology Officer at Buckinghamshire Council, a project with 
which we hope to be involved over the coming months. 

Janet Rothwell  

  

CHILTERN YAC YOUNG LEADERS 

ROSIE AND AARON 
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Discover Bucks Museum 

The main galleries in the Museum are now open.  They show the collection in 
an excellent series of displays, including the fully conserved Lenborough 
Hoard.  Access to the galleries for an Adult (over 15 years) requires a ticket 
(Pass).  The 'Discover Pass'  provides an initial timed entry to the galleries and 
then  enables general access for 1 year.  This pass is priced at £5.50 and can be 
purchased from the museum website - HERE.   

BAS Council recommends that all members who intend to visit the Museum 
or wish to directly support its operations should acquire a ticket. 

For access to the BAS Library, the current arrangements will continue. Please 
pre-book your visit with the Library team  

Bucksas@discoverbucksmuseum.org  Tel. 01296 798015). 

A member of the Library team will then meet you in the Museum reception 
and take you in.  

The Discover Bucks Galleries 
 
Most of the outstanding work on the galleries 
has now been achieved, including the 
Mammoth tusk installation in the Geology 
Gallery and the restored Chinese Wallpaper 
from Hamden House in the Bucks People 
gallery in late February. The Lenborough 
Hoard Case has been made and was in the 
process of being fitted in the Archaeology 
gallery in early March. The 4000 coins that are 
going on display are already selected and 
were fitted with 3 pins each by the mount 
makers in March. The opening date for the 
galleries was Saturday 2 April and the 
charging for entry to the Museum started 
from that date. The Discover Bucks Wildlife 
Gallery will not be ready or launched until the 
autumn this year. The April launch day had a 
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re-enactor on the galleries to help provide context for some of the exhibits, art 
activities around the Chinese Wallpaper exhibit theme, and the Paralympic 
Headdress.  
 
The Museum has asked for the 3 month loan of the HS2 sculptures for display 
in the Archaeology Gallery to be delayed until July 2022 and will feature as part 
of the Festival of Archaeology period, in order to create new interest a few 
months after the galleries open and encourage repeat visiting.  
 
Work on some aspects of Discover Bucks is continuing since the opening, 
particularly on the software development for the gallery presentations for 
each of the curators and the completion of the Wildlife gallery, along with 
changeovers for displays as needed.  

 

Exhibitions and Events at the Museum 

The experimental recycled plastics exhibition of sculptures from Grymsdyke 
Farm called Sit and Play from 15 January to 12 March was popular with visitors 
of all ages due to the huge interactive section allowing visitors to make their 
own sculptures and display them.  

Sew New Embroiderers’ Guild Exhibition opened on 15 January for the 
remainder of 2022 to showcase new acquisitions to the Guild collections with 
contemporary and early 20th Century artist works.  

Picasso and Masters of Print Exhibition on loan from the Higgins Bedford will 
be opening from 2 April to 2 July and will coincide with the opening of the new 
galleries. There will also be some curator led tours and a webinar with the Art 
Curator from the Higgins talking about the pieces in the exhibition towards the 
end of April.  

The summer exhibition for families this year will be Feel the Forces with 
interactive physics large scale exhibits in the Art Gallery, and it is hoped that 
this will be supplemented by creative and investigative free play equipment in 
the garden, for which funding is currently being sought.  

 

 

  

Before 1066 King Edward the 
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William Grenfell, Lord Desborough 
Titan of the Thames  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At school, Grenfell emerged as a good cricketer and an excellent runner, while 
at Oxford he took up rowing and competed in the famous dead-heat Boat Race 
of 1877, later being elected as President of the University Boat Club. Other 
sporting achievements followed: in 1885 Grenfell rowed as stroke across the 
Channel in a clinker eight, and in 1889 he rowed in a team of three from 
Oxford to Putney (105 miles) in a time of 22 hours. He took up racing punting 
and won the Amateur Championship in 1888, 89 and 90. Later he became a 
serious fencer, competing for Britain in Athens in 1906. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After leaving Oxford he had served as a 

He was supportive of the archaeological 
explorations of the Taplow Tumulus 
undertaken in the 1880s, which revealed 
important Anglo-Saxon grave goods now 
in the collection of the British Museum. 
Until the discoveries at Sutton Hoo, 
Taplow was regarded as perhaps the 
most significant Anglo-Saxon site in 
southern England. The replica (see right) 
of an Anglo-Saxon bowl found in the 
Taplow Tumulus, was presented to Lord 
Desborough following his service as 
President of The Lawn Tennis 
Association, 1907-1927 [Courtesy Gage 
Collections, Firle Place]  

 

 

William Grenfell (1855-1945), later 
Lord Desborough, is famous as an 
all-round sportsman and a great 
public servant. He inherited Taplow 
Court when his grandfather died in 
1867 - he was 12, and his father 
had already died when he was only 
six. These losses were compensated 
however by growing up in the 
supportive and well-connected 
Grenfell family, with an education 
at Harrow School and Balliol College 
Oxford. 
 

 
TAPLOW COURT SOUTH FRONT 
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After he left Oxford, he served as Liberal Member of Parliament for Salisbury in 
the 1880s, and was subsequently elected for Hereford, and later for Wycombe; 
he was appointed High Steward of Maidenhead in 1884 to become Mayor in 
the mid-1890s. 
 
In 1887 he married Ettie Fane who became a famous hostess and a central 
figure amongst the Souls, a cross-party grouping of like-minded intellectuals. 
But in contrast to society life the couple endured family tragedy after losing 
their eldest two sons on the Western Front in 1915, with their third son killed 
in a car accident in 1926. His baronetcy thus became extinct in a single 
generation. 
 
Grenfell had been elevated to the House of Lords as Lord Desborough in 1905 
and took on a large number of roles as a trustee and chairman of public 
organisations, overseeing the first London Olympic Games in 1908, serving as 
President of the London Chamber of Commerce, and in WWI forming the 
Association of Volunteer Training Corps. One of the most substantial of his 
commitments was to the Thames Conservancy where he served as Chairman 
through the inter-war period, overseeing significant infrastructure works in the 
re-building of locks and flood relief measures. The naming of the Desborough 
Channel near Sunbury was in recognition of this important work. He was also 
substantial benefactor to the Borough of Maidenhead, through gifts of land: 
his name living on through Grenfell Park, Desborough College, Desborough 
Park and the Desborough Bowling Club.  
 
Sandy Nairne CBE FSA and Peter Williams 
have spent five years researching the first 
biography of Desborough under the title, 
Titan of the Thames.  The book will chart the 
various aspects of his life, and will offer the 
first account of his campaigns and work as a 
public servant, as well as family life with 
Ettie, and the tragic loss of their sons. The 
biography is being published by Unbound 
and subscribers and supporters are needed 
to make it happen. Readers are  
invited to check the website: 
https://unbound.com/books/titan/ 
 

Sandy Nairne 
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         SEER GREEN & JORDANS SOCIETY: OUR LIVING VILLAGE 

We’ve Finally Gone Live 

The Our Living Village project was launched by the Seer Green & Jordans 
Society nearly three years ago, in partnership with the Chiltern Society, to 
capture the in-depth histories of our two communities and make these 
available to everyone online in a pictorial and interactive format. 

Despite the regular efforts of the coronavirus virus to disrupt our progress, I’m 
delighted to announce that we’ve now finally gone live with the Our Living 
Village website.  

Please do log in, have a look, and give us your feedback at: 
www.ourlivingvillage.org 

Amongst the things that you’ll 
find here are a fantastic set of 
dynamic historical maps of 
Seer Green and Jordans 
expertly assembled by Nigel 
Rothwell; an extensive history 
of religion in our two 
communities compiled by 
David Horncastle and Geoffrey 
Brand; a presentation of the 
extensive information collected for the Jordans Centenary celebrations 
produced by Chris Jenkins; a pictorial history of the historic buildings in Jordans 
written by Nigel Morgan; and a history of the wonderful pubs in our two 
villages produced by Alan Kell.   

There’s still plenty to do, and over the coming months we’ll be developing and 
uploading several more historical themes under the leadership of the Seer 
Green & Jordans Society. The Chiltern Society continues to provide us with 
guidance on the use of GIS software, and we’ve been fortunate enough to 
receive support from a wide range of other organisations in our area. These 
include the Bucks Archaeological Society which has provided documents, 
expertise, and local knowledge; and the Chiltern Conservation Board, which 
has given us access to its wonderful Lidar survey data from which the route of 
a new Roman Road and the potential site of a local medieval manor have been 
identified. 

THE JOLLY CRICKETERS 
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There have been plenty of 
operational and technical 
challenges on the way, and 
we’re currently writing up 
our final report for the 
Chiltern Society as a guide to 
any other community that 
may wish to undertake this 
exciting and valuable 
journey.  

Please do get in touch If you’d like to know more about our community 
project, or perhaps join us on our Two Villages Historical Walk on 24 
September which we are organising as part of the Chiltern Society’s 2022 
Heritage Festival.  

Finally, we’d like to thank all who have provided encouragement and support 
for this important community project - we look forward to their continuing 
involvement to help us capture and share even more fascinating information 
about the two historic and vibrant communities of Seer Green and Jordans. 

 

Alan Kell, Project Manager, Seer Green & Jordans Society 

   

  

THE GENERAL POST OFFICE, SEER GREEN 
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THE GRAVE OF 

WILLIAM PENN 

AT JORDANS, 

1881 
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Bucks Military Museum Trust’s FREE Spring Lecture series. BAS members 

 would be very welcome to take part. Further details and registration at 

www.bmmt.co.uk/features-events 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Buckinghamshire Military Museum Trust 
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Sir Edmund 

Verney 

Knight Marshal 

to King Charles I 

 

 

 

Slain at the 

battle of Edge 

Hill, 1642 
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