
CONTENTS 

 
 



List of figures . . List of overlays . List of tables . List of plates . . 

CONTENTS 

FOREWORD AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS . 
INTRODUCTION 
THE PARISH 
Geology and topography . Early settlement . . . . . Roads and communications . 
THE MEDIEVAL FIELD SYSTEM . 
THE VILLAGE 

Page no. 
V viii ix xi 

xxiii 
. 1 

3 3 5 
6 

The medieval village and its earthworks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 The development of the village plan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 The post-medieval village . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 
THE HISTORICAL EVIDENCE 
Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . The Domesday information . . . The twelfth and thirteenth centuries .. The fourteenth and fifteenth centuries .. The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries .. The Enclosure . . . . . . . The post-medieval village . . . . . . . . . 
THE EXCAVATIONS 

23 23 25 27 29 33 42 

Introduction . . . . . . 47 Methods of excavation . . . 47 General observations . . . . 50 Croft A- Picknuts- Buildings 1-3. . . 51 Croft B- Herns Close- Builtlings 4-7. . 54 Croft C- Herns Close- Buildings 8, 13, 14. . 60 Croft D- Herns Close- Buildings 9, 12. . . 63 Croft E- Herns Close- Buildings 10, 11. . . 65 Croft F- Newmans Close- Buildings 15-19. . 67 Croft G- Newmans Close- Buildings 20, 21. . 73 Croft H- Taylors Close- Buildings 22. . . . 76 Croft J- Taylors Close- Buildings 23, 24. . . 80 Croft K(X2)- Kents Close- Building 25. . . 83 Croft L- Pearsons Close- Buildings 26-32. . 83 The Manor (MK674) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 The Post-mill (MK709) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 The Church (MK714) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108 
l1l 



THE BUILDINGS: A COMMENTARY . . 121 
GAZETTEER: SITES AND FINDSPOTS . 131 
THE FINDS 
Introduction . .. 137 
Artefacts 1: Objects of personal adornment or dress (beads, belt end plates, bosses, buckles, buttons, clothing fasteners and fittings, heel protectors, jewellery, pattens) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137 2: Toilet , surgical or pharmaceutical instruments (combs, tweezers) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151 3: Objects used in textile manufacture or working (cloth bale seals, lace bobbins, needles and awls, pins, shears and scissors, spindle whorls, thimbles) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151 4: Household utensils and furniture (Furniture fittings, miscellaneous objects, mortars, querns, spoons, vessels, vessel patches) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158 5: Objects used for recreational purposes (gaming pieces, musical instruments). 165 6: Objects employed in weighing and measuring. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168 7: Objects associated with written communications (book clasp, seal matrix, slate pencils) . 168 8: Objects associated with transport (bridle bits, buckles, crotals, harness fittings, harness rings, horseshoes, horseshoe nails, spurs, spur buckles) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168 9: Tools (craft tools, hone stones, knives) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182 10: Locks, keys and hinges . . ........................... . ........ 192 11: Objects associated with agriculture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 198 12: Weapons (edged weapons, firearms) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 198 13: Objects associated with religion (ampulla, chalice and paten, pilgrim souvenirs, stone gravemarkers) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 14: Miscellaneous or uncertain objects (chain, ferrules, fittings, hooks, rings, swivel links) . 202 
Building materials 
1: Bricks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207 2: Roof tiles and slates . 207 3: Roof furniture . . . . . . . . . 208 4: Plain floor tile . . . . . . . . . 208 5: Little Brickhill tile pavements. . 211 6: Structural metalwork . . . . . . 211 7: Stained and painted window glass . . 213 8: Plain window glass . . . . . 217 9: Wall paintings (church). . . 220 10: Re-used timbers (church). 220 
Other finds 
Clay tobacco pipes . Coins ...... . Worked flints . .. . The priest burial . . Animal bone from the church . Buried soils from the church . . Animal bone from the village . The Roman fibula (MK397) . 
POTTERY 
Saxon ..... . ..... . Medieval and post-medieval Introduction . . . . . . . . . Form and decoration type series . The fabrics . . . . . . . Medieval wares . .... Post-medieval wares . . Stratified groups . . . . 
Wine bottles from the midden (MK1009) .. 

IV 

222 225 227 228 229 229 231 239 

241 
245 246 248 249 282 286 
372 


